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Trees, Forests and Woodlands: Benefits 

Targets 
Scottish Government: Expand woodland cover by 100,000ha by 2022  
Cairngorms Nature Action Plan seeks to create around 1000ha per year  
 
 
Why plant trees? 
Planting trees can provide a range of benefits including:  
 
• Timber and Fuel,  
• Shelter,  
• Carbon Sequestration,  
• Increased Habitat,  
• Shading Watercourses,  
• Aid Soil Stability,  
• Help Limit Diffuse Pollution,  
• Improve Natural Flood Management,  
• Increase Land Values,  
• Improve Landscape and Amenity. 
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FGS Web Portal 

www.ruralpayments.org/publicsite/futures/topics/all-schemes/forestry-grant-scheme/ 
 

Or search on-line for “Forestry Grant Scheme” 
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FCS Website – Scheme Guidance 

www.scotland.forestry.gov.uk/supporting/grants-and-regulations/forestry-grants 
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FGS Woodland Creation 

Grant Support  
 
Nine woodland creation options. 
 
• Initial planting payment 
 
• Annual maintenance payment for five years.  
 
• Range of capital grants available for operations such as fencing and tree 

protection. 

 
 
Basic Payment Scheme  
 
• Afforested land will continue to be  eligible for  

the Basic Payment Scheme 
 

• 20 years - duration of the woodland creation   
contract 
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FGS Woodland Creation Examples 

Example 1 – 40ha Conifer Woodland 
10% open ground   5% Broadleaf   Stocking Density: 2500/ha Conifer 1100/ha Broadleaf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Example 2 – 20ha Native Broadleaf Woodland 
15% open ground   Stocking Density: 1600/ha Broadleaf 
 

 

 

Income Year 1 Annual  Total 

Planting Grant 

 £  99,402   £  8,302   £    141,002  
Fencing 

Gates 

Tree Protection 

Costs Year 1 Annual  Total 

Design & 
Management 

 £  82,635   £  5,500   £      99,065  
Prep & Planting 

Tree Protection 

Net Balance  £      41,937  

Income Year 1 Annual  Total 

Planting Grant 

 £  57,432   £  5,440   £      84,632  
Fencing 

Gates 

Tree Protection 

Costs Year 1 Annual  Total 

Design & 
Management 

 £  50,873   £  4,000   £      58,149  
Prep & Planting 

Tree Protection 

Net Balance  £      22,199  

Data Summarised from Farm Woodland News Issue 26 Produced 
and Published by SRUC: www.sruc.ac.uk 
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CNP Priority Woodland Expansion Area 

 
Cairngorms National Park Priority Areas for Woodland Expansion 
 
Must be within the area identified by the Cairngorms National Park Authority  
 
Aim: Encouraging Woodland Network Expansion 
 
Higher payment rates (12.5%) for the following woodland creation options: 
 

 
• Diverse Conifer (predominantly Scots pine) 

 
• Native Scots Pine  

 
• Native Upland Birch 

 
• Native Broadleaves 

 
• Native Low-density Broadleaves 
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Creating New Woodland 

Next Steps 
 
• Contact your local woodland officer at FCS. They will 

advise you on how to progress.  
 

• Speak to your neighbours and local community.  
 

• If required seek support from a forestry agent to apply 
to FGS and implement the project. 

 
Grampian Conservancy 
grampian.cons@forestry.gsi.gov.uk  
0300 067 6210 

 
Highland Conservancy 
highland.cons@forestry.gsi.gov.uk  
0300 067 6950 
   
Institute of Chartered Foresters 
www.charteredforesters.org/directory-of-consultants/  

mailto:grampian.cons@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:highland.cons@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.charteredforesters.org/directory-of-consultants/
http://www.charteredforesters.org/directory-of-consultants/
http://www.charteredforesters.org/directory-of-consultants/
http://www.charteredforesters.org/directory-of-consultants/
http://www.charteredforesters.org/directory-of-consultants/
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Further Information 

Ian Cowe - Development Officer 

Ian.Cowe@forestry.gsi.gov.uk 

 

FGS Can Support Development of: 

• Woodland Creation 

• Agroforestry 

• Woodland Improvement Grants 

• Sustainable Management of Forests 

• Tree Health 

• Harvesting and Processing 

• Forest Infrastructure 

• Forestry Co-operation 
 

Speak to a Woodland officer or visit the FCS website for more information 

 

www.scotland.forestry.gov.uk/supporting/grants-and-regulations/forestry-grants 

 

 

 

 

 

 


